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IN RECOGNITION OF DR. KENNETH 
COOPER 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 12, 2015 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a remarkable individual from Dallas, 
Texas for his induction into the National Foot-
ball Federation’s Leadership Hall of Fame last 
night January 8, 2015. I would like to thank 
Chairman Archie Manning, Troy Aikman, Tom 
and Laura Leppert, and Roger Staubach for 
recognizing Dr. Kenneth Cooper for his dedi-
cation to health and fitness and his continued 
leadership in the North Texas community as a 
whole. 

Throughout Dr. Cooper’s career he has con-
tinued to revolutionize health and fitness and 
has proven to be a leading pioneer in prevent-
ative medicine. Known as the ‘‘Father of Aero-
bics’’ he has motivated thousands of people in 
Texas and across the United States to exer-
cise in pursuit of good health and overall well- 
being. I want to express my heartiest con-
gratulations to Dr. Cooper on this outstanding 
accomplishment and sincerely thank him for 
his immense contribution to the Dallas com-
munity. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PINE CASTLE, 
FLORIDA 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 12, 2015 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my privilege today to recognize the 100th an-
niversary of the incorporation of the Town of 
Pine Castle, Florida. 

Pine Castle’s rich history begins in the years 
immediately following the Civil War. Originally, 
Pine Castle was a private residence erected 
by Will Harney, a poet and settler from Ken-
tucky. He built his home from the abundant 
pines of Central Florida and dubbed it his 
‘‘pine castle.’’ Soon, the areas of modern-day 
Edgewood, Belle Isle and the Conway chain of 
lakes came to be known as ‘‘Pine Castle.’’ In 
1915, the Town of Pine Castle was formally 
incorporated. 

I join the residents of Pine Castle in cele-
brating this historical milestone. It is truly an 
honor to serve the residents of Pine Castle in 
the U.S. House of Representatives. 

HONORING CONGRESSMAN ENI 
FALEOMAVAEGA OF AMERICAN 
SAMOA FOR HIS NEARLY FOUR 
DECADES OF SERVICE TO THE 
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 12, 2015 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the nearly four decades of service of 
my former colleague Congressman Eni 
Faleomavaega of American Samoa. After 
nearly four decades on Capitol Hill, American 
Samoa’s longest serving Member of Congress 
and the first Asian Pacific American in U.S. 
history to become chairman and ranking mem-
ber of the House Foreign Affairs Sub-
committee on Asia and the Pacific, bid fare-
well to colleagues and friends at a reception 
on Capitol Hill held in his honor on Wednes-
day, November 19th. The farewell reception 
for Faleomavaega included Members of Con-
gress from the House and Senate, both Re-
publicans and Democrats, ambassadors, for-
eign delegations, and their family members. 
They paid tribute to the man they call ‘‘Our 
Eni,’’ and did so by sharing memories from 
their years together. Congressman Eni F.H. 
Faleomavaega, beloved by so many on the 
Hill, first came to Capitol Hill in the 1970s and 
served as Chief of Staff to the late Paramount 
Chief A.U. Fuimaono, American Samoa’s first 
Representative in Congress, and as staff 
counsel to the late Congressman Phil Burton 
of San Francisco before he became American 
Samoa’s Representative in 1989. 

As a reflection of Faleomavaega’s genuine 
kindness that touched so many and his bipar-
tisan approach that reached across party 
lines, the reception was attended by many, in-
cluding House Democratic Leader NANCY 
PELOSI and her husband Paul. Leader PELOSI 
shared memories of Faleomavaega in their 
early years with Congressman Phil Burton 
long before she and Faleomavaega were both 
elected to Congress. ‘‘Eni, you are family from 
the Burtons on,’’ Leader PELOSI stated. The 
Pelosis visited privately with Faleomavaega 
and his family, including his wife, Mrs. Hinanui 
Hunkin, and his daughter and son-in-law, 
Leonne and Fui Vakapuna. 

Current and former members of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee also attended. Re-
publican Senator JEFF FLAKE of Arizona, who 
first came to the Hill as a Representative from 
Arizona’s 1st District in 2001, expressed his 
gratitude to Faleomavaega as a leader, men-
tor, and friend, including an unforgettable mo-
ment with Faleomavaega when the two were 
on their way to a hearing. Congressman 
Faleomavaega was in an elevator with a good 
number of Samoan visitors whom the Senator 
described as all resembling NFL linebackers. 
Faleomavaega immediately held the elevator 
door open when he saw his friend coming 
down the hallway. Mr. FLAKE squeezed in to 

the elevator but once the door closed, rather 
than ascend to the next floor, the elevator 
dropped a few feet and the entire group was 
trapped for about twenty minutes before they 
were rescued. Senator FLAKE joked that the 
irony of it all was that the hearing was on sub-
merged lands. In his message to 
Faleomavaega, Senator FLAKE stated, ‘‘Eni, I 
have such good memories of our time to-
gether. Thanks for being such a good friend 
and mentor to me, and such a good example 
of a disciple of Christ. I look forward to work-
ing with you on a range of issues in the future. 
With admiration, JEFF FLAKE, U.S. Senate.’’ 

Hawai‘i Senator MAZIE HIRONO, reminisced 
with Faleomavaega about their early years in 
the House together and conveyed how much 
she will miss him being an honorary member 
of the Hawai‘i State delegation. Over the 
years, because of his close ties to Hawai‘i and 
friendship with the delegation, Faleomavaega 
was always invited to speak at the annual 
King Kamehameha Lei Draping Ceremony. 
The Senator also shared how, whenever 
Faleomavaega had the opportunity, he always 
reminded President Obama that Kahuku 
(Faleomavaega’s alma mater) is better than 
Punahou (the President’s alma mater). ‘‘To my 
brother,’’ Senator HIRONO stated, ‘‘Thank you 
for all the kokua. Kahuku High, here I come! 
Take care, aloha.’’ 

In a surprise tribute to the Congressman, 
former Hawai‘i Senator Daniel Akaka, whom 
Faleomavaega affectionately calls by his Ha-
waiian name, ‘‘Kaniela’’, also joined in on the 
reception from his home in Hawai‘i via tele-
phone. The pair, who for many years were the 
only Members of Congress with Polynesian 
ancestry and who were also founding mem-
bers of the Congressional Asian Pacific Amer-
ican Caucus, laughed about their imaginary 
‘‘Polynesian Caucus’’ in which Senator Akaka 
was the chair and Faleomavaega was the sec-
retary. Senator Akaka thanked his ‘‘brother’’ 
Faleomavaega and his wife, Hina, for their 
years of friendship to him and his wife ‘‘Aunty 
Millie’’ all the way back to when 
Faleomavaega was first elected. 

Congressman CHARLES RANGEL of New 
York and Congresswoman GRACE NAPOLITANO 
of California shared their admiration for 
Faleomavaega’s decades of service, noting 
how much personal dedication and family sac-
rifice is required to be a Member of Congress. 
Congressman RANGEL stated, ‘‘Eni, the Con-
gress will miss you so much and I even more’’ 
and added that when Congress loses one of 
its devoted servants, a family gains a hus-
band, father, and grandfather. Congress-
woman NAPOLITANO said, ‘‘Eni, my friend, I will 
miss your smiling face’’ and shared how being 
so far from home in Washington, D.C. makes 
her miss her grandchildren, to which 
Faleomavaega replied, ‘‘I don’t even know 
how to be a grandpa!’’ The Congressman’s 
youngest daughter, Leonne, who was only two 
years old when Faleomavaega was first elect-
ed to Congress and who is now a wife and 
mother, smiled and gave her dad a big hug. 

Republican Congresswoman, ILEANA ROS- 
LEHTINEN, former chair of the House Foreign 
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Affairs Committee, said ‘‘I’m gonna miss you, 
amigo!’’ as Faleomavaega introduced her to 
all the famous Samoans pictured in photos 
around his office. When they came to a pic-
ture of Faleomavaega with Dwayne ‘‘The 
Rock’’ Johnson, she asked, ‘‘Do you really 
know Dwayne Johnson?’’ Without skipping a 
beat, the Congressman replied, ‘‘Of course I 
do. His mom is my cousin!’’ Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN, who represents Florida’s 27th Dis-
trict including Miami, where Dwayne Johnson 
lives, said, ‘‘Everyone is your cousin, Eni. And 
he’s my constituent!’’ When they came across 
Faleomavaega’s centerpiece photo from the 
1960s featuring him with Elvis in Hawai‘i, the 
Congresswoman laughed, ‘‘Elvis is Samoan 
too? You do know everybody Eni, even Elvis! 
I already like you. But now I like you even 
more.’’ 

Congresswoman MADELEINE BORDALLO of 
Guam brought her entire staff to bid farewell 
to Faleomavaega. ‘‘Hafa Adai! To our friend 
Eni from the Guam office! I will always re-
member our many years together in Congress. 
You were a dear friend and you helped me 
along with advice during my early years! One 
memory I will take with me is our CODEL to 
American Samoa. What a fiesta that was!!! 
Love, MADELEINE and from all your friends on 
Guam!’’ 

Other Members, including Congressman 
STEVE CHABOT (R–OH), Congressman DAVID 
CICILLINE (D–RI), Congressman JOHN CON-
YERS (D–MI), Congressman ELIOT ENGEL (D– 
NY), Congresswoman TULSI GABBARD (D–HI), 
Congressman MIKE HONDA (D–CA), Congress-
man GREGORY MEEKS (D–NY), Congress-
woman GRACE MENG (D–NY), Congressman 
Nick Rahall (D–WV), Congressman GREGORIO 
KILILI CAMACHO SABLAN (D–MP), Congress-
man BRAD SHERMAN (D–CA), and former Con-
gressman Solomon Ortiz (D–TX) also at-
tended Faleomavaega’s farewell reception. 

Several who attended wrote the following in 
Faleomavaega’s guestbook. 

‘‘You are my buddy and you always will 
be!’’—Congressman DANA ROHRABACHER (R– 
CA). 

‘‘To a dear dear friend. You have made a 
giant difference in the lives of so many! Thank 
you, thank you so much, SHEILA!’’—Congress-
woman SHEILA JACKSON LEE (D–TX). 

‘‘I’ve really enjoyed serving with you. You’ve 
done a great job!’’—Congressman Buck 
McKeon (R–CA). 

‘‘The mark of success is not measured in 
what you’ve accomplished but rather in the 
lives that you have touched. Eni you’ve 
touched so many lives in your years of serv-
ice, you’re the definition of success. Be well 
my friend.’’—Congressman AMI BERA (D–CA). 

‘‘Hermano, you are the best. We will see 
you soon!’’—Congressman HENRY CUELLAR 
(D–TX). 

Ambassadors and delegations from the 
Asia-Pacific region, including Korea, Vietnam, 
Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Kazakhstan, Tai-
wan, Pakistan, and Uzbekistan, also ex-
pressed their gratitude to Faleomavaega. 

From Myanmar: ‘‘On behalf of the Myanmar 
Government, I wish to extend our sincere grat-
itude to you for your kind contribution toward 
promoting Myanmar-U.S. relations as well as 
for your country.’’ 

From Pakistan: ‘‘The Embassy of Pakistan 
deeply appreciates gracious support received 
by your office. Thank you.’’ 

From Vietnam: ‘‘Brother Eni, we love you so 
much. Thank God for helping us meet each 
other on the earth!’’ 

Also from Vietnam: ‘‘We’ll keep you forever 
in our heart, millions of Vietnamese will do.’’ 

Faleomavaega expressed his gratitude and 
appreciation to all who attended. ‘‘I am deeply 
appreciative of the opportunity to have worked 
with such distinguished leaders during my time 
in Washington, DC. The memories we built 
are priceless and I wish my friends and col-
leagues and the people of American Samoa 
continued success and happiness,’’ 
Faleomavaega concluded. 

As you can see his years of service have 
had a tremendous impact on U.S. policy in 
American Samoa and on U.S. foreign policy 
across the globe. I wish him the best in his fu-
ture endeavors. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE KIWANIS 
CLUB 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. BEN RAY LUJÁN 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 12, 2015 

Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mexico. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the 100th 
anniversary of the Kiwanis Club, as well as 
the outstanding work of the Kiwanis Club of 
Santa Fe. 

While the Kiwanis Club originated as a busi-
ness fellowship, it has evolved into an impor-
tant worldwide service organization. Over the 
years the Kiwanis Club has devoted itself to 
making a positive impact on the lives of under-
privileged children and communities, contrib-
uting nearly 150,000 service projects, 6 million 
hours of service, and $100 million per year to 
communities around the world. Some of their 
notable projects include a partnership with 
UNICEF to eliminate maternal/neonatal tet-
anus, a worldwide service project to end Io-
dine Deficiency Disorder, and the Young Chil-
dren Priority One program to address the 
needs of children age 0–5. The Kiwanis Club 
has truly set an example for selfless and en-
during community service. 

The Kiwanis Club of Santa Fe is an impor-
tant part of the international Kiwanis Club or-
ganization. Originally formed on April 25, 
1921, the Club has had a significant impact on 
the children and community of Santa Fe. In 
addition to helping over 155 students with 
more than $450,000 for college scholarships, 
the Club has also had an important hand in 
many community service projects, such as the 
organization of the annual Pinewood Derby, 
building a computer lab for St. Catherine’s In-
dian school, and the Kamp Kiwanis camping 
facility and program for handicapped children. 
Moreover, the Club has helped organize and 
produce the annual Zozobra event, one of the 
oldest celebrations in North America and a tra-
dition that is dear to all New Mexicans. The 
Kiwanis Club of Santa Fe has had a tremen-
dous effect on the city of Santa Fe and has 
truly helped make a difference in its commu-
nity. I applaud the Kiwanis Club of Santa Fe 
for setting an example of dedicated community 
service for the people of New Mexico. 

TRIBUTE TO THE ARMENIAN SIS-
TERS’ ACADEMY OF LOS ANGE-
LES 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 12, 2015 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Armenian Sisters’ Academy of Los 
Angeles upon its thirtieth anniversary. 

The Armenian Sisters’ Academy of Los An-
geles (ASA), nestled in the foothills of the 
Verdugo Mountains in Montrose, offers a Day 
Care Program, Preschool, Kindergarten and 
grades 1st through 8th. Established in 1985, 
the ASA is one of three schools in the United 
States operated and governed by the only ex-
isting Catholic Order of the Armenian Sisters 
of the Immaculate Conception, which was 
founded in 1847. The other two schools are 
located in Radnor, Pennsylvania and Lex-
ington, Massachusetts, established in 1967 
and 1979, respectively. 

Since its inception, the ASA has been com-
mitted to providing an exemplary and well- 
rounded education to its students. The ASA 
offers a bilingual curriculum, art, music and 
computer instruction to all students, and has 
been successful in preserving the identity and 
culture of the Armenian people by teaching 
the Armenian language, Armenian cultural 
courses and religion. The ASA also offers 
after school extracurricular activities such as 
Armenian dance classes, basketball and 
volleyball. 

The Armenian Sisters’ Academy of Los An-
geles is dedicated to the development of the 
child spiritually, personally, emotionally, intel-
lectually and socially. Among the many goals 
and objectives the ASA strives to achieve in-
clude providing each student with a respectful 
and optimistic environment in which each stu-
dent feels encouraged, creating an atmos-
phere where the Armenian language, heritage 
and culture may be taught and experienced, 
emphasizing the heritage, privileges and re-
sponsibilities of American citizenship, and en-
couraging small group work and the increased 
use of independent study. I commend the ASA 
for being an integral part of the community, 
and applaud the school’s unwavering commit-
ment to our youth. The ASA plays a central 
role in shaping our children into responsible 
citizens and thriving members of society. 

I ask all Members to join me in congratu-
lating the Armenian Sisters’ Academy of Los 
Angeles for thirty years of dedicated service to 
the community. 

f 

HONORING LARRY BLAKENEY FOR 
HIS EXCEPTIONAL CONTRIBU-
TION TO ALABAMA ATHLETICS 

HON. MARTHA ROBY 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 12, 2015 

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Larry Blakeney, an exceptional Ala-
bamian who has made an enormous contribu-
tion to athletics and the development of young 
people in my state. 

Coach Blakeney is best known as the head 
coach of the Troy University Trojan football 
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